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TO THE READER
By: Your  Service Dog Inc

Dear Reader, 

Welcome to the first annual Holiday edition of   

?YSDI MAGAZINE - TRAINING YOUR OWN FULL 
POTENTIAL SERVICE DOG? 

the magazine of Your Service Dog Inc. This issue 
is full of fun pictures and information on our 
great programs.
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INTRODUCTION TO YSDI

Your Service Dog Inc is a nonprofit 501c3 dedicated to assisting people 
with disabilit ies to acquire their own Service Dogs, and in order to help 
them in this endeavor, we offer a series of awesome Programs. 

Our primary program (Your Service Dog Inc's Prospect Evaluation and 
Placement Program) selects suitable candidate puppies (or sometimes 
mature dogs) from shelters, rescues, or through donations. During the 
evaluation period, the dog lives with and is cared for by a YSDI Evaluator 
as we assess the dog's suitability while s/he is taught the the Basic 
Foundation Skills course at Your Service Dog School.   

Those puppies and Dogs who make it through the Evaluation period of 
our intensive training Program and are deemed suitable candidates to 
be placed as Service Dog In Training Prospects are then placed with a 
carefully selected compatible Human Partner at a cost of $0.00 to the 
person with a disability who is receiving the dog. 

The puppies or dogs who don't make the grade in our Program are 
placed as Emotional Support Animals or Companion Dogs. 

Our main program seeks to help disabled people everywhere strive to 
reach their Full Potential by utilizing Canine assistance to mitigate their 
disabilit ies. As part of this endeavor, we assist them in in every way we 
can to train their own Full Potential Service Dog. We also help with 
Service Dog gear (when funds permit), and the placement of fully 
trained Service Dogs when available (for those who for various reasons 
are not able to train their own dog). 

We also run a Special Program for Military Veterans called Your Service 
Dog Inc's V.E.T.S. Battle Buddies.   

By: Your  Service Dog Inc
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The V.E.T.S. Program is designed to focus on needs that are specific to 
disabled Military Veterans. Our vision is to increase the quality of life 
through personal and community encounters, and assist the Veterans to 
train their own Full Potential Service Dog to help mitigate their disabilit ies. 

Our Military Veterans also benefit from our Prospect Evaluation and 
Placement program, and we have just recently placed a puppy with a 
Military Veteran in need of an Service-Dog-in-Training Prospect. We assist 
Veterans with Service Dog gear (when funds permit) and the placement of 
fully trained Service Dogs when available (for those who for various reasons 
are not able to train their own dog). 

Our Organization runs another special Program for First Responders called 
Your Service Dog Inc's  H.E.R.O.E.S. First Responder Program which helps our 
H.E.R.O.E.S. to address needs specific to disabled First Responders.   

In addition to other services such as helping our First Responders achieve 
their Full Potential through events, special courses, and activities for First 
Responders and their Service Dogs, First Responders may also apply to 
receive benefits from Your Service Dog Inc's Prospect Placement and 
Evaluation Program (when assessed SDiTs are available) and we also help 
First Responders with Service Dog gear (when funds permit) and the 
placement of fully trained Service Dogs (when available). 

Through our BookGift Program, we provide (to people who inform us that 
they cannot afford the cost of a Training Book) Gifted e-Books which 
provide instructions and a step-by-step training sequence to follow, to 
teach people how to train their Service Dog using the Sullivan Method of 
Training. 

Through Your Service Dog School we provide courses and one-on-one 
Trainers who are always ready to help students with any problems they 
may encounter or questions they may have regarding the course.  A sliding 
scale scholarship is in place to insure that the course is available to all at an 
affordable cost. 
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INTRODUCTION CONT.

Through our Facebook Support Groups we foster a supportive, warm, 
friendly, and loving family spirit, and provide a safe place where our 
on-line community can come together and talk about their day to day 
experiences of training, living and working with their Service Dogs. The 
Facebook Support Groups are also a great place to get the latest news 
about our programs.   

We also have a Website, an Instagram account, and Twitter for those 
who like to tweet. 

We like to feel that we are more than just an organization here at YSDI. 
We place a lot of emphasis on being a family and supporting each other 
with love and understanding.   

We work hard but we also play hard, and each month we hold an online 
Party for our Volunteers and members. These parties are lots of fun to 
prepare, and even more fun to attend and are always full of laughter and 
party cheer. Many deep and lasting friendships in YSDI have found their 
beginnings at our monthly on-line virtual Parties. 

All these programs are dependent upon our Volunteers and the hours 
and talents they donate to our organization. Volunteers are the lifeblood 
of YSDI and our wonderful Volunteer Force is what keeps the 
organization running smoothly.   

Each Volunteer - from the person who performs the smallest task in 
YSDI, to the Executive Director and Board members are all of equal 
importance, because, like the cogs of a watch, they all need to function 
together with precision to implement our programs and ensure the 
continued operation of Your Service Dog Inc's Nonprofit 501c3 
Organization. 
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Each and every Person who supports YSDI is also very dear to the heart 
of our organization for you are the people whom we serve. Without 
you we would not be here. You are the reason we have created 
programs and even molded them to suit your needs. You are the 
reason our volunteers work so hard assisting you and helping to 
enable you to Train Your Own Full Potential Service Dog.

We are also very dependent upon the donations we receive in order to 
to develop and keep all of our programs running smoothly and 
efficiently. Lelah herself has even donated all the royalties from her 
books to YSDI as a way of supporting YSDI and it 's programs.

We are waiting with open arms to welcome you as a Volunteer in the 
Your Service Dog Inc Family, where we will work together to assist 
disabled persons to overcome life's challenges and achieve their own 
Full Human Potential via the use of a Full Potential Service Dog Canine 
Partner.   

At YSDI, we strive not only to create and distribute Full Potential Service 
Dogs but also to help each and every person to reach his or her Full 
Human Potential too.    

We live in a fast changing world where technology has made it possible 
to turn our world (and the YSDI family) into a global village so that 
wherever you live, and whatever continent you call home, you can help 
us change the world right here and right now, by joining our volunteer 
force and filling out our volunteer application form that you can find on 
our website at yourservicedog.com.   

Thank you 
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Am azon Link

https://www.amazon.com/Training-Your-Own-Service-Book-ebook/dp/B015RV08J4/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3ER5YFQYCEKI7&keywords=lelah+sullivan&qid=1572895946&sprefix=lelah%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Training-Your-Own-Service-Book-ebook/dp/B015RV08J4/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3ER5YFQYCEKI7&keywords=lelah+sullivan&qid=1572895946&sprefix=lelah%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-3
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Paws for  Thought
By:  Pup the Dog

Jingle Bells Ar rooouuu

Jingle Bells Ar rooouuu

Chr ist m as Eve is alm ost  here

Big br ight  st ars and t w ink ling l ight s

Add t heir  m agic t o t he air .....

Well Hello t here fellow  Mut t s,

Are you all look ing forward t o Chr ist m as? I know I am , 
and I can't  believe t hat  a whole year  has f lown by since 
t he last  t im e Sant a cam e t o visit  w it h all t hose great  
gif t s.

Sant a found m e a hom e last  Chr ist m as, and t hat  was t he 
BESTEST Chr ist m as so far , but  I t h ink  t h is chr ist m as is 
goin t o be even bet t er .

Yup it  sure is!

Ahhh...t h is t im e of  year  sure br ings back  som e 
m em or ies of  m y very f ir st  Chr ist m as when I was really 
l i t t le.

I rem em ber  m y f irst  sight  and t ast e of  snow.

It  sure was som et hing t o behold...i t  was so excit ing. I 
couldn't  cont ain m yself . There was a big old whit e f luf fy 
blanket  cover ing everyt hing as far  as t he eye could 
see...i t  was so big t hat  it  was bigger  t han m e, and it  
swallowed m e up when I ran int o it .
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Paws for  Thought  Cont .
This great  big whit e blanket  of  snow reached for  
m iles, l ike forever , and as far  as I could run, and 
jum p, and play, and it  was so sof t  t oo, and great  
fun t o dig in...I dug int o it  w it h m y f ront  paws, 
t hen I sprayed it  everywhere w it h m y back  
paws...wheee it  was fun!

I never  rem em ber  us get t ing a snow as deep as 
t hat  again, for  t hat  was t he only t im e it  ever  
swallowed m e up.

It 's always nice t o get  t o see a l i t t le snow each Chr ist m as 
season, and dig and play in it , as we wait  for  Sant a and 
his sleigh fu ll of  gif t s t o com e call ing.

Not  long t o go now unt i l  we see him , all dressed in red, 
w it h Rudolph t o guide him  in case t here is a blizzard.

Com e on and sing w it h m e, let s all raise our  nose 
t owards t he m oon and sing and how l our  Chr ist m as 
Song:

Jingle Bells Ar rooouuu

Jingle Bells Ar rooouuu

Jingle all t he way

O what  fun it  is t o r ide in Lelah's car  t oday

Wit h cl icks and t reat s t o "sit "  so good

And not  run out  t he door

I w ish 't was Chr ist m as everyday

So I could eat  som e m ore
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Lelah brought  m e t o t own w it h Prayer  and Marah t o see t he 
sight s and int roduce m e t o folks.

I just  knew she would one day see m y pot ent ial, and I'd get  t o 
r ide in t he car  and go places t oo.

Wheee! I had a Great  Day!

There were lot s of  t h ings t o see on t he way t o t own and lot s t o 
bark  at  t oo. I would have barked m ore, but  t hey kept  cl ick ing and 
feeding m e t reat s every t im e I st opped bark ing....whoom ans just  
don't  m ake sense som et im es.

We st opped at  t he gas st at ion along t he way, and I guess I m ust  
have been a really Good Boy, cos Lelah gave m e lot s of  t reat s, so 
m any, I didn't  have t im e t o bark  when a whoom an w it h a long 
hose at t acked our  car  and st ar t ed t o pum p som et hing int o t he 
side of  i t  near  t he t runk . Hm m m m , it  sm elled funny... but  t he 
t reat s sm elled bet t er , so I pret ended not  t o see him . I don't  t h ink  
t hey not iced t hat  I wasn't  guarding t hem . If  t hey did, t hey didn't  
say anyt hing, and kept  t he t reat s com ing....O boy, it  was Great !

Hee hee, I'm  not  so sure I want  t o guard anyone anym ore, get t ing 
t reat s for  not  guarding is WAY bet t er  and WAAAAAY m ore fun.

I really enjoyed t hat  day in t own and even got  t o m eet  Sant a t oo.

I did... I did... I really did m eet  Sant a, and he had a bag of  t oys he 
gave m e t o share w it h Prayer  and Marah, I prom ised him  t hat  I 
would, and I did t oo, af t er  I t ook  t he best  ones out  of  course.

Sant a t old m e I was on his Nice List , i f  I didn't  raid any m ore t rash 
cans bet ween t hen and Chr ist m as... I'm  t rying, I am  really t rying, 
but  I alm ost  fel l  of f  t he wagon t oday when I sm elled a lovely ju icy 
bone inside one of  t hose t rash cans up t he road f rom  m e...
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If  you 
want  t o 
help 
t oo,

 cl ick  
HERE!

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=63MBY5RWTH24Y&source=url


15

Click on the picture to be taken to our Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/180613442286351/
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Paws for  Thought  Cont .
i t s yum m y allur ing scent  waf t ed t owards m e on 
t he w ind and I was hypnot ically drawn in it s 
direct ion against  m y w il l . Just  t hen, luck ily for  
m e, Tr ixie t he cat  cam e along at  t hat  par t icular  
t im e and ram m ed t he t rash can, t oppling it  t o 
t he ground, so I grabbed t he bone and ran... hee 
hee, t echnically I didn't  raid t he t rash can, t hat 's 
got  t o count  for  som et hing.

I got  t o adm it  I've been a bet t er  Dog since I st ar t ed 
playing t hose Training Gam es w it h Lelah, and of  course 
m y Lit t le Pr incess.

I haven't  t old you guys about  her , have I?

She's m y Special Person, her  nam e is Connie and she 
doesn't  t alk , but  she loves m e, and I love her , and she 
does,'t  need t o t alk , cos her  and m e, we underst and 
each ot her , w it hout  words.

Lelah is t eaching us bot h how t o play Clicker  Gam es.

These gam es are GREAT, t hey are all about  having fun 
and get t ing t reat s. Sant a sure did pick  t he very Best  
Par t ner  ever  when he gave Connie t he e-gif t  card t o buy 
Lelah's book . Yes, I guess she could have wait ed unt i l  
Chr ist m as Eve, but  I'm  glad she didn't , cos we got  t o play 
t he Clicker  Gam e yest erday, and I am  so excit ed t o t el l  
y 'al l  about  it , cos it  was Pawsom ely Awesom e!
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Today we get  t o do t he Eye Cont act  Gam e. Ive seen Lelah do t h is 
gam e w it h Prayer , so I know it  already, but  I?m  going t o pret end 
I don?t  know it  and let  Connie t each m e how t o give her  eye 
cont act  using t he clicker . Connie is a Great  Trainer , and t he 
gam es are done in si lence, so it  doesn?t  m at t er  t hat  she doesn?t  
t alk . I love seeing Connie look  so pleased af t er  each t rain ing 
session. Every par t  of  m e just  want s t o please her  and I wag m y 
t ail and w iggle m y body w it h glee. It s l ike being a puppy all over  
again. 

The day Lelah brought  m e t o t own we went  t o pick  Connie up 
f rom  school and f rom  t here we went  t o visit  Sant a. Sant a 
adored m y l i t t le Pr incess Connie t oo, and t ook  her  on his knee 
t o t el l  her  a st ory. Then he t old us bot h t hat  he would help 
Connie and Lelah m ake a Service Dog of  m e.  Sant a gave Connie 
an Am azon e-gif t  card so t hat  she could purchase ?Training Your  
Own Full Pot ent ial Service Dog? by Lelah Sull ivan, f rom  Am azon 
Kindle.   

Well I got t a t el l  you guys, t hat  was t he Best est  Chr ist m as 
Present  m e and Connie ever  got , and we have so m uch fun 
playing all t hose Training Gam es t oget her , t hey m ake everyday 
seem  like Chr ist m as. They really do Ar r rooouuuuuu .  

So guys, if  you are look ing for  t hat  per fect  Chr ist m as Gif t  for  
som eone, and you just  don?t  know what  t o buy, t hen choose 
Lelah Sull ivans e-book  on Am azon Kindle,
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?Training Your  Own Full Pot ent ial Service Dog? and m ake your  
f r iends and t heir  m ut t s real Happy, not  just  for  Chr ist m as, but  for  
always, for  when you get  t o t he end of  t he book , you just  st ar t  i t  
al l  over  again using dif ferent  cr it er ia, what  ever  t hat  is? 

But  t he long and t he shor t  of  i t  is, t hat  t he t reat s keep com ing as 
long as we hear  t hose clicks and earn t hem ... How about  t hat , old 
Pup has learned som et hing new, and t hey say, you can?t  t each an 
old dog new t r icks, well I learned, cos Connie t aught  m e t hat  cl ick  
m eans I have earned m e a t reat    

YUP! Pup has earned him self  a t reat .    

Yup! The Best  Chr ist m as Present  a Pr incess and her  Mut t  ever  
got . 

Well i t s t im e for  m e t o go now, and have a t rain ing session w it h 
m y Lovely Pr incess Connie. Click  equals Treat  
Ar r r roooouuuuuuuu!   

 

Have a very Happy Yappy Chr ist m as and an Awesom e New Year !   

Don?t  forget  t o go t o bed ear ly on Chr ist m as Eve, cos Sant a and 
his sleigh m ay com e t o your  house f irst , and if  you are awake he 
cant  leave all h is Gif t s, so be sure t o get  t o bed ear ly, and no 
peek ing out  f rom  under  t hose covers. I did t hat  one year , and 
Sant a didn?t  com e at  all, but  he cam e last  year , and he w il l  com e 
t his year , he t old m e he?d com e t o m e and m y Pr incess Connie, 
and her  m om , and dad, and Lelah, and all our  f r iends here 
about s. 

Paws for  Thought  Cont .
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Merry Chr ist m as Everyone and Happy 2020 t o one and all! 

I w il l  see all you fellow  Mut t s in t he new Year . 

Jingle Bells Ar r rooouuu   

Jingle Bells Ar rooooouu 

Clicker  Treat ing all t he way 

O what  Fun it  is t o Play   

A Training Gam e Today   

ARROO0UUUUUUU! 

Jingle Bells Ar rooouuu 

Jingle Bells Ar rooouuuu 

Seasons Greet ings t o you all 

Got t a go and play a gam e  .... 

It s t im e!   

Good Bye ...Ar r rooouuu! 

YSDI's Very Own Pup ... (Written by my very own                 )  
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YSDI Holiday Fur  Babies
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Prayer's Story
H el l o, 

L et  m e i n t r odu ce m ysel f  to an y of  you  w h o m ay n ot  
k n ow  m e. 

M y n am e i s Pr ayer  an d  I  am  L elah  Su l l i van ?s Ser v i ce 
D og ?  w el l , actu al ly  I ?m  h er  r et i r ed  Ser v i ce D og. M y 
w i f e M ar ah  i s n ow  h er  of f i ci al  Ser v i ce D og, al th ou gh  I  
st i l l  h elp  ou t  w h er e I  can . 
 

L elah  an d  I  h ave h ad  m an y adven tu r es togeth er  over  
th e year s. Som e of  th em  h ave been  p r et ty  scar y, bu t  I  
w as alw ays ab le to calm  th e si tu at i on  an d  I  w as, an d  
st i l l  am , good  at  m y Ser v i ce D og job .
  

I  r em em ber  on e dar k  an d  stor m y n i gh t  w h en  L elah  
h ad  to go ou t  i n  sear ch  of  a goat  th at  h ad  got ten  ou t . 
Even  th ou gh  i t  w as w et an d  cold , L elah  i n si sted  on  
goi n g ou t  af ter  th at  goat !  

A s w e m ade ou r  w ay th r ou gh  th e w oods, l ook i n g h er e 
an d  th er e, w e cou ld  h ear  a bear  gr ow l  n ear by. T h e 
bear  h ad  cu bs an d  w as h u n gr y, so i t  w as im p or tan t  to 
f i n d  ou r  goat  an d  get  h er  h om e. Bear s ar e, on  
occasi on , p ar t i al  to eat i n g goat , so th e goat  w ou ld  n ot  
be saf e u n t i l  w e f ou n d  h er , an d  L elah  k n ew  i t . 
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Prayer's Story Cont
O f  cou r se, I  al so k n ow  th e n eed  of  p r otect i n g ou r  
goats, becau se th ey p r ov i de an  im p or tan t  i n gr ed ien t  
to ou r  d i ets, th at  bei n g th e m i l k  th ey gi ve. 
  
L elah  i n si sts u p on  f eed in g u s dogs on ly  th e best  
or gan i c f oods, an d  sh e cook s ou r  m eals h er sel f . O u r  
d i et  i n clu des kef i r , yogu r t , an d  ch eese, w h i ch  L elah  
al so m akes h er sel f  ou t  of  th e f r esh  goat  m i l k . I n deed , 
I  d i d  k n ow  h ow  im p or tan t  i t  w as to get  Fai th  h om e 
saf ely ! 

  
W e w en t alon g, th i s w ay an d  th at , an d  th e Bear  
con t i n u ed  to stay  aw f u l l y  cl ose. 
  
Even tu al ly, L elah  sh on e h er  l i gh t  i n to tw o sh i n i n g 
eyes th at  r ef l ected  i t  back . I t  w as ou r  Goat, Fai th , an d  
sh e w as glad  to see u s. Sh e star ted  to f o l l ow  u s h om e 
af ter  a l i t t l e gen t l e p er su asi on  f r om  m e.  
  
T h e n i gh t  w as cold  an d  dar k , an d  th ou gh  th at  bear  
h ad  stop p ed  gr ow l i n g, w e k n ew  sh e w as m igh ty  cl ose, 
an d  p r obab ly  h u n gr y  too, w i th  th ou gh ts of  Goat m eat 
f or  su p p er . A t  on e p oi n t  I  h ad  to ch ase th e bear  aw ay 
becau se sh e got  too close f or  com f or t . L elah  p at ted  
m e gen t ly  on  th e h ead  an d  sai d , ?Good  Job Pr ayer !?  
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A l th ou gh  ch asi n g bear s i s n ot  ex act ly  Ser v i ce D og w or k , I  
see i t  as p ar t  of  m y job  to keep  th e bear s aw ay f r om  ou r  
Goats (an d  aw ay f r om  L elah  too, of  cou r se). 
  

W e w en t on  f or  qu i te a w h i l e, si n ce w e h ad  com e a l on g w ays 
f r om  h om e. W e?d  w alked  m ay be a m i l e or  tw o sear ch i n g f or  
th e goat , an d  i t  h ad  taken  m u ch  t im e to f i n d  h er , w h i ch  
m ean t th e bat ter y  i n  L elah?s f l ash l i gh t  w as dy i n g. 
  

T h e f l ash l i gh t  d im m ed  an d  th en  w as f i n al l y  gon e. T h er e 
w as n oth i n g bu t  p i tch  b lack  n i gh t  an d  a m i l e or  m or e 
betw een  u s an d  h om e.  
  
A s L elah  m ade h er  w ay th r ou gh  th e dar k , dodgin g br an ch es 
an d  tu r n i n g h er  h ead  to avoi d  th e f or ce of  th e w in d  an d  r ai n  
beat i n g i n to h er  f ace, sh e m u st  h ave got ten  con f u sed  as to 
w h i ch  d i r ect i on  w as h om e, becau se sh e w as h eaded  th e 
w r on g w ay. I  cam e u p  close to h er  an d  n u dged  h er .  
  

I  th i n k  L elah  r eal i zed  th at  sh e n eeded  h elp , becau se sh e 
sai d , ?Pr ayer , take u s h om e. Please take u s h om e!? 
  
I  star ted  f or  h om e im m ed iately  w i th  L elah  h old i n g on  to 
m e. Slow ly, su r ely, an d  car ef u l l y, I  gu i ded  h er  step s th r ou gh  
th e dar k n ess. I  al so w atch ed  to m ake su r e th at  th e goat  
stayed  close to u s too, bu t  m y m ain  p r i or i ty  w as get t i n g m y 
L elah  h om e saf ely.  
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T h e p ath  w as n ot  w i th ou t  h azar ds, an d  I  cou ld  sm el l  th at  
bear  st i l l  cl ose -  too close f or  com f or t  at  t im es. I  k n ew  I  h ad  
to get  L elah  an d  th e goat  h om e as soon  as p ossi b le.  
  
I  took  a sh or t  cu t , an d  i n  th e dar k  i t  w as h ar d  f or  L elah  to 
w al k , bu t  sh e t r u sted  m e an d  f o l l ow ed  w h er e I  l ed . I  
n av i gated  a p ath  f or  h er  f eet  th ou gh  t r ees, stu m p s, l ar ge 
r ock s, an d  p lan k s, so th at  sh e w ou ld  n ot  f al l  or  b r u i se h er  
toes, an d  even tu al ly  I  stop p ed , an d  ju st  stood  st i l l . L elah  kep t  
say i n g, ?Pr ayer , Go H om e!? bu t  I  stood  st i l l  an d  d i d  n ot  
m ove.  
  
Close by, th e bear  gr ow led . I  st i l l  d i d  n ot  m ove. I  k n ew  w h er e 
w e w er e, bu t  on e im p or tan t  l esson  I  h ave l ear n ed  f r om  
L elah?s book s i s to w ai t  an d  al l ow  m y p er son  to th i n k  an d  
p r ob lem  solve, ju st  l i ke sh e does w i th  m e, so I  w ai ted .  
  
L elah  even tu al ly  star ted  to f eel  h er  w ay ar ou n d  i n  th e dar k , 
an d  h er  h an d  f el l  u p on  th e h an d le of  h er  ow n  f r on t  door . I  
h ad  l ed  both  L elah  an d  th e goat  saf ely  h om e. 

  
O f  cou r se L elah  (af ter  gr abb in g a f r esh  f l ash l i gh t) i n si sted  
on  m ak in g su r e th e goat  w as back  i n  th e bar n  an d  f ed  bef or e 
goi n g i n si de ou r  h ou se to get  w ar m  an d  d r y. N atu r al l y, I  
stayed  w i th  L elah  an d  h elp ed  h er  get  th e goat  set t l ed  i n . 
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Fin al ly, w e w er e ab le to sn u ggle u p  at  h om e al l  d r y  an d  
cosy, L elah  d r i n k i n g a cu p  of  w ar m  tea an d  m e cu r l ed  on  
th e r u g by  h er  f eet  as w e r ested  a w h i l e bef or e bed , af ter  
ou r  adven tu r es i n  th e w oods.  
  
T h at  n i gh t  I  d r eam ed  of  ch asi n g bear s i n  m y sleep  an d  I  
gu ess L elah  d r eam ed  abou t  sim i l ar  th i n gs, becau se sh e 
w oke u p  f r i gh ten ed  i n  th e m idd le of  th e n i gh t .  
  
I  sw i tch ed  on  th e l i gh t  f or  L elah  (th at?s on e of  m y Ser v i ce 
D og T ask s) an d  th en  I  d r ew  close to h er  an d  p r essed  
m ysel f  again st  h er  to calm  h er  f or  th e r est  of  th e n i gh t . 

  
I n  th e m or n i n g w h en  L elah  an d  I  w oke u p  w e cou ld  see 
th e p ath  to ou r  door  l i t ter ed  w i th  al l  k i n ds of  debr i s f r om  
th e stor m . T h er e w er e b i ts of  b r an ch es, p lan k s, an d  oth er  
i tem s al l  st r ew n  abou t , w i th  ju st  bar ely  en ou gh  r oom  f or  a 
h u m an  f oot  i n  betw een  th em . L elah  m ar vel l ed  abou t  h ow  
I  h ad  l ed  h er  saf ely  th r ou gh  al l  th i s w i th ou t  h er  stu m bl i n g 
even  on ce.  
  
L elah  gave m e an  ex tr a p at  an d  baked  som e h om e-m ade 
dog b i scu i ts f or  b r eak f ast  f or  u s to h ave w i th  ou r  Kef i r . 
  
Bef or e br eak f ast , as w e do ever y  m or n i n g, w e h ad  ou r  
T r ai n i n g Gam e to p lay, becau se L elah  alw ays p lays 
T r ai n i n g Gam es w i th  u s bef or e w e eat , an d  as w e p layed , I  
cou ld  h ear  th at  bear  cl ose by  p lay i n g gr ow l i n g gam es w i th  
h er  bab ies. I  gu ess th ey w er e l ook i n g f or  b r eak f ast  too. 
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D id  you  k n ow  th at  Kef i r  i s ver y  n u tr i t i ou s an d  good  f or  you ? 
I t  h as even  m or e p r ob i ot i cs th an  yogu r t  an d  h elp s th e body 
i n  so m an y w ays. 
  
T h e dog b i scu i ts L elah  bakes f or  u s ar e al so f u l l  of  n u tr i t i on , 
an d  th ey taste gr eat  too. I  l ove th e kef i r  an d  dog b i scu i ts th at  
w e h ave f or  b r eak f ast !  

  
I  l ove th at  L elah  cook s A L L  of  m y m eals, an d  M ar ah?s an d  
th e p u p?s m eals too, an d  w e w ou ldn ?t  h ave i t  an y  oth er  w ay.  
  
I  esp eci al l y  en joyed  br eak f ast  th at  m or n i n g, af ter  ou r  
adven tu r e of  th e p r ev i ou s even in g. I t  w as n i ce to r elax  i n  
f r on t  of  th e stove w i th  a f u l l  bel l y  an d  l i sten  to th e sou n d  of  
L elah  bu sy abou t  h er  ch or es, an d  al so to th e son g of  th e 
w in d  as i t  b l ew  ou tsi de.  
  

I  gu ess th e bear  m u st  h ave f ou n d  som eth i n g f or  b r eak f ast  
too, an d  w as ly i n g dow n  som ew h er e w i th  h er  cu bs to d i gest  
th ei r  f ood , f or  sh e w as n ow  
si l en t  an d  th er e w as on ly  th e sou n d  of  th e w in d  as i t  
w h i st l ed  i ts l on ely  tu n e, w h i r l i n g r ou n d  ou tsi de ou r  h ou se.  

  

Prayer's Story Cont
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L elah  an d  I  do l ots of  f u n  th i n gs togeth er  ever y  day an d  
h ave l ots an d  l ots of  Adven tu r es. I  h ave sh ar ed  ju st  on e of  
ou r  m an y adven tu r es w i th  you  an d  I  h op e you  en joyed  
r ead in g i t ! 
  
T h ey say, ar ou n d  h er e, th at  I  am  a l i t t l e vocal  an d  th at  I  
en joy  tel l i n g stor i es, an d  I  adm i t  i t  ?  I  am  an d  I  do. Som e 
say I  tal k  too m u ch , bu t  I  tel l  i t  as I  see, h ear , an d  sm el l  i t , 
becau se a Ser v i ce D og can  see an d  h ear  an d  sm el l  so m u ch  
m or e th an  th ei r  h u m an  Par tn er s do. 
  
I  h ave a good  l i f e h er e w i th  L elah , m y w i f e M ar ah , an d  ou r  
ch i l d r en ! 

  
Sp eak in g of  th e ch i l d r en  (w h i ch  I  l ove to do ?  sp eak  abou t  
th e ch i l d r en , th at  i s!) on  th e Eve of  Fath er ?s D ay th i s year , 
M ar ah  p r esen ted  m e w i th  m y ver y  f i r st  son s an d  dau gh ter s. 
I  w as, an d  st i l l  am , so ver y  p r ou d  of  al l  of  th em . 

  
Som e of  th e p u p s h ave m oved  on  to becom e Ser v i ce D ogs 
i n  T r ai n i n g f or  oth er  d i sab led  p eop le, an d  som e of  th em  
h ave ch osen  to stay  h om e an d  be t r ai n ed  by  L elah .  
  

I t  h as been  an  aw esom e ex p er i en ce f or  m e as a dad , to 
w atch  th em  gr ow  an d  m atu r e. T h ey ar e alm ost  6  m on th s 
o ld  th i s Ch r i stm as an d  f u l l  of  th e joys of  you th , an d  th ey ar e 
al r eady sh ow in g gr eat  ap t i tu de f or  th e f am i ly  bu si n ess 
(Ser v i ce D og W or k ). H ow  t im e f l i es! I t  seem s l i ke n o t im e at  
al l  si n ce th ey w er e n ew ly  bor n . 
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A l l  of  th e p u p s l ove th e T r ai n i n g Gam es i n  L elah?s Book , 
T r ai n i n g You r  O w n  Fu l l  Poten t i al  Ser v i ce D og. 
  

I  h op e al l  of  you  YSDI Magazine r eader s en joyed  m y stor y.  
  
I  l ove tel l i n g stor i es, esp eci al l y  w h en  I  h ave an  i n ter ested  
l i sten i n g au d ien ce, an d  I  w ou ld  al so l ove to h ear  abou t  al l  
YO U R adven tu r es too! 

  

M ay be i n  th e n ex t  ed i t i on  of  th e YSDI Magazine, you  m igh t  
be th e Ser v i ce D og to tel l  m e an d  th e oth er  r eader s al l  abou t  
YO U R Adven tu r e Stor y  an d  abou t  you r  H u m an  Par tn er , 
an d  th e si tu at i on s you  f i n d  you r selves i n , f or  I  l ove h ear i n g 
oth er  Ser v i ce D og Stor i es too. 

  
W e Ser v i ce D ogs alw ays h ave th e m ost  i n ter est i n g stor i es to 
tel l  an d  th e Best  Adven tu r es to r elate. L i f e i s good , l i f e i s 
good ! 
  

I t  i s th e Ch r i stm as Season , an d  w e ar e bu sy p r ep ar i n g f or  
Ch r i stm as at  ou r  h ou se. W e ar e h elp i n g th e ch i l d r en  w r i te 
th ei r  l et ter s to San ta.  
  
M ar ah  an d  I  al r eady h ave ou r  ow n  l et ter s w r i t ten . W e ar e 
ask i n g f or  gam es an d  T r eats an d  ch ew  toys f r om  San ta th i s 
year . I  am  esp ecial l y  h op in g to f i n d  a n ew  ?Kon g? u n der  th e 
Ch r i stm as t r ee! 

Prayer's Story Cont
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I f  you  h aven ?t  w r i t ten  you r  l et ter  to San ta yet , you  h ad  bet ter  
si t  dow n  an d  w r i te i t  n ow, becau se Ch r i stm as i s alm ost  h er e! 
  
I f  you  ask  San ta to get  som eth i n g f r om  A m azon  f or  you , 
don ?t  f or get  to ch oose You r  Ser v i ce D og I n c as you r  f avor i te 
l i sted  Ch ar i ty  f or  SM I L E on  A m azon . 

  
M ay you r  h om es be f i l l ed  w i th  l au gh ter , h ap p in ess, an d  
p eace th i s Ch r i stm as an d  th r ou gh ou t th e N ew  Year  of  20 20 , 
an d  th r ou gh  al l  th e Year s to f o l l ow. 
  

M er r y  Ch r i stm as on e an d  al l ! 
  
Si n cer ely, 
Pr ayer   
Ret i r ed  Ser v i ce D og 
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YourServiceDogSchool.com

Prayer &  Marah 

Training Treats Recipe

http://yourservicedogschool.com
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YourServiceDogSchool.com

Prayer &  Marah 

Training Treats Recipe

INGREDIENTS: 
1 and a 1/2 cups of Organic Whole Wheat Flour 
1/8 Cup of Organic Ground Flax Seed or Flax seed Meal 
1/4 Cup of Organic Ground Sunflower Seed or Sunflower Meal 
1/8 Cup of melted Organic Coconut Oil 
1/4 Cup of Organic Blackstrap Molasses 
1/4 cup of hot water 

DIRECTIONS: 
1.In a Large Bowl mix together: 
 1 and a 1/2 cups of Organic Whole Wheat Flour,  1/8 Cup of Organic Ground Flax Seeds or Flax seed 
Meal ,  1/4 Cup of Organic Ground Sunflower Seeds or Sunflower Meal 
2. In a separate Small Bowl place: 
 1/8 Cup of melted Organic Coconut Oil, 1/4 Cup of organic Black Strap Molasses, 1/4 cup of hot water 
3. Mix the wet ingredients of oil, water, and molasses together until well blended and then add it into 
the large bowl with the dry ingredients you prepared earlier. 
4. Mix well and form it into a ball   
5. Roll out to the thickness you desire and place into a baking pan   
6. Place into a preheated oven at 350 degrees F and Bake for 20 minutes   
7. Remove from oven   
8. Cut into the size pieces you require while the baked Treat is still hot (do not wait for it to cool as it 
cuts better while hot). 
  
Wait for it to cool before serving it to your dog. These Treats are delicious and nutritious, and dogs 
love them. Although a bit bland for most human taste, I rather like them, and have been known to eat 
them with tea myself upon occasion!  

From the kitchen of Lelah Sullivan

http://yourservicedogschool.com
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Prayer 's 
Advent ure 
Gam e

Inst ruct ions
This is a game that can be played 

by two or  more players. For  added 

enjoyment, be sure to read our  

Cover  Story about Prayer, Faith 

and the Bears! 

  

1. Begin by having each player  choose a marker. I f there is dispute over  the color  of 
marker  a player  wants, toss the dice to determine choice of markers. The person with the 
highest score gets to choose a marker  and to go first. I f there are more than two playing 
the game, continue to toss the dice until each player  has chosen a marker. 

2. Construct the dice provided, or  you can use dice which you may already have if you 
prefer. 

3. Order  of play goes to the left of the person who has the first turn. 

4. Stop means that the player  who lands on Stop must remain on Stop until they roll a 6. 
Getting a six does not mean that the player  moves on 6 places, instead it means that they 
may roll the dice again to determine how many places they can now move. 

5. I f a player?s marker  lands on the YSDI Logo then that Lucky Player  gets to send one 
player  back to Star t.  

6. Extra Go is an extra roll of the dice dur ing your  turn. 

7. The first player  to reach home wins the game 

  

ENJOY THE GAME  
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CONTEST

??????CONTEST TIME QUESTION??????

Who is the Handler of our Holiday 
Magazine Cover Dog?

The 1st person, the 50th person, and the 100th person to send in 
the correct answer will win Two FREE printed issues of YSDI 
Magazine each. Please send your completed entries to

cont est @yourservicedog.com

One ent ry per  person. 
The Winner (s) w il l  be published in t he NEXT edit ion of  YSDI MAGAZINE.
YSDI reserves t he r ight  t o pass judgm ent  on all m at t ers regarding t h is 
cont est .

SEND 
ANSWER

HERE TO WIN

Make sure t o t i t le your  em ail 
"Holiday Cont est "

mailto:contest@yourservicedog.com
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Testimonia l
By: Bett ie-Jeanne Rivar d-Dar by

Once upon a time, I was a person struggling to ?make due?, depending 
on the assistance of my husband in the role of my ?Service Companion?.  
  
From what I had learned in the world, usually only people with visual 
disability or extreme mobility issues had Service Dogs. I wasn?t blind or 
wheelchair bound.  
  
Then a friend I had known for a few years, whose disability was neither 
of those issues, got a service dog. The change in the quality of her life 
was measurable. I learned that Service Dogs could be more than Guide 
Dogs and Mobility Dogs. 
 
Once I learned how having a Service Dog in my life could help to 
mitigate my disability, there were other obstacles to overcome. 
  
My friend?s mother-in-law had gifted the $22,000 to have her dog 
trained. She had to go to a resident facility for weeks. That could never 
happen for me. Obtaining a Service Dog seemed impossible.  
  
I couldn?t even Think about trying to afford the $20,000 to $40,000 that it 
might take to bring an ADA Task Compliant Service dog into my life. 
Then, by researching the American Disabilities Act, regarding Service 
Dogs, I learned that ?People with disabilities have the right to train the 
dog themselves and are not required to use a professional service dog 
training program?.  But I had no idea how to do that.
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More research and enter Lelah Sullivan?s HOW TO TRAIN YOUR OWN 
FULL POTENTIAL SERVICE DOG BOOKS and EVERY THING in the 
quality of my life changed for the better!
 
Using Lelah?s Book One, and then Book Two, I began to use easy, 
effective games to help my pup learn how to think for herself, how to 
respond to my needs. I learned how to teach her to become MY Service 
Dog, reaching her Full Potential. 
  
Lelah?s book(s) present easy-to-follow teaching and learning methods, 
all using fun game play for the dog. So simple!? Day One do this? .Day 
Two, do this and this? .Day Three, do this. Day Seven, Pop corn fun! 
Every skill is incremental, building upon the ones before it.
 
We proceeded at our own pace, zipping through certain skills and then 
having to slow down, repeating others until we worked it through 
together.  
The foundation was firmly built and by the end of Book One, Holly was 
able to easily retrieve a medication bag from anywhere in the house and 
bring it to me: Her first Official Task! From there we worked Book Two 
and her abilities to perform necessary tasks to mitigate my disabilities 
grew!

For the cost of Two Books on Kindle at $9.99 each, our dedication to 
FOLLOWING LELAH?S METHODS, even when I didn?t necessarily want 
to or understand why I should, Holly became my ADA COMPLIANT 
TASK PERFORMING SERVICE DOG. 
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The more she learned, the more she could learn, ON HER OWN, with 
free thinking having been absorbed and encouraged through the Full 
Potential Game Playing Activities.
 
There is no way I could have been successful in having an Owner 
Trained Service Dog, without the formula proven and provided by Leah 
Sullivan?s Books.  
  
Thanks to the education which Holly and I received my husband no 
longer has to be my Service Companion. I have freedom that I haven?t 
had in years, and so does he!  
  
Holly and I can go out alone. I began driving again alone. I know that 
she is trained to do as I need and I am no longer afraid of my disabilities. 
I have a partner in them.  
  
The quality of my life is phenomenally different. Using Lelah?s TRAINING 
YOUR OWN FULL POTENTIAL SERVICE DOG BOOKS was a pivotal 
change in my life. With them I was easily able to train Holly to take 
specific actions to assist when needed, without cues. Added were the 
Facebook Support groups and knowing that Lelah and the volunteers 
were available if assistance were needed. 
 
Quite Simply, being able to train Holly, using the Lelah Sullivan System 
gave me Quality Of My Life.
  
Bettie-Jeanne Rivard-Darby
Handler of The Angel Holly Hope,
who has been Task Performing ADA Task Compliant since 2016 
 
 
 

Testimonia l
Cont.
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Get the bag here

We have BAGS! Available for  a l im it ed t im e! 
Buy now unt i l  January 2nd! Search " fu l l 

Pot ent ial" .

http://www.inktothepeople.com/full-potential-bag
http://www.inktothepeople.com/full-potential-bag
http://www.inktothepeople.com/full-potential-bag
http://www.inktothepeople.com/full-potential-bag
http://www.inktothepeople.com/full-potential-bag
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NOV. CONTEST

WINNERS!

November's Contest:

Teresa Hale-Sawyer
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I f  you  k n ow  som eon e w ho appl i ed  to the 
school  or  w ou l d  ben ef i t  f r om  the school  
an d  they don 't  have the fun ds to at ten d , 
YOU can  hel p ! W e have gi f t  voucher s 
avai l abl e for  a l i m i ted  t i m e at  
en r ol l @your ser v i cedog.com .

W e al so have a Di scoun t  
for  a LIM ITED t i m e!

VOUCHERS

mailto:enroll@yourservicedog.com


52

Donat ions are 
always welcom e!

CLICK THE HEART TO SHARE

SOME LOVE

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=WVBbX-el9hsDsTnGZ5Ni7Gvb4hwh5PMo7ezi2rZf27k9IZXcOtn0SHpCDKqnB8YntbD8hm&country.x=US&locale.x=US
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NOTES FROM LELAH

Dear  Readers, Volunt eers, and Client s of  Your  Service Dog Inc, 

I hope you have enjoyed t h is year  as m uch as I have, wat ching Your  
Service Dog Inc grow  f rom  st rengt h t o st rengt h because of  t he t im e 
and hard work  we have all invest ed in t he organizat ion. Thank you! 

We have achieved a lot  t h is past  year , and we cur rent ly have a 
foot pr int  on t he ground in several U.S. St at es, w it h our  online 
presence cont inuing t o reach not  just  t he USA but  Canada, Mexico, 
Ireland, t he UK, Niger ia, and Aust ralia, t o m ent ion but  a few. 

Our  School is show ing success st ory af t er  success st ory, and has 
opened several new  courses t h is year .   

Our  ot her  Program s have expanded dur ing t he course of  t he year  
t oo, and we are very pleased w it h t he way in which our  
Coordinat ors are running all of  t heir  depar t m ent s. 

We are a Global Fam ily, and t he Holiday Season is fam ily t im e - 
t im e t o gat her  t oget her  and celebrat e t he joys of  being a fam ily. 
Yes, Your  Service Dog Inc, alt hough it  is a nonprof it  501c3 Business, 
is also a fam ily, and it  is in t hat  fam ily spir it  of  love and laught er  
t hat  we help each ot her  t hrough t he ups and downs of  everyday 
l i fe. 
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NOTES FROM LELAH CONT.

This, I feel, has been t he great est  Gif t  of  Your  Service Dog Inc - t hat  
we are all here for  each ot her , helping each ot her  t o reach our  own 
Full Pot ent ial while t rain ing our  Dogs t o t heir  Full Pot ent ial, 
whet her  t hey be Service Dogs, Em ot ional Suppor t  Dogs, or  
Com panion Pet  Awesom e Dogs. We all help each ot her  grow. 

  

That  is t he gif t  which I share w it h all of  you, and ask  all of  you t o 
share w it h each ot her  and t he wor ld, t h is Holiday Season and New 
Year  and always! 

I hope you enjoy our  Holiday edit ion of  t he YSDI Magazine. My 
hear t felt  t hanks t o all t hose who cont r ibut ed im ages and st or ies t o 
m ake t h is t he Awesom e Magazine it  is, and m y special t hanks goes 
t o our  Edit or , Cassandra Woodard, who com piles and edit s our  YSDI 
Magazine and also Br idget  Foust  who creat ed t he Fabulous Board 
Gam e cont ained w it h in t h is issue. 

Happy Holidays, Everyone. May your  hear t s and your  hom es and 

your  fam il ies be Blessed w it h Peace t h is Holiday Season and 

t hroughout  t he New Year . 

Sincerely,

Lelah Sull ivan
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INFORMATION

STAFF
Lelah Sull ivan
executive director

Mary Walshe
school headmistress

Cassandra Woodard
managing editor

Articles by:

Lelah Sullivan

Pup the Dog 

Bettie-Jeanne Rivard-Darby

Cassandra Woodard

Photos by:

YSDI Volunteers

CONTACT US
Edit or ial Of f ice
to submit a story or have a question message us at
ysdimag@yourservicedog.com

facebook
facebook.com/yourservicedoginc/

Inst agram
instagram.com/yourservicedog

Tw it t er
twitter.com/yourservicedog

mailto:ysdimag@yourservicedog.com
http://facebook.com/yourservicedoginc/
http://instagram.com/yourservicedog
http://twitter.com/yourservicedog


56

yourservicedog.com /ysdi-m agazine/

From  all of  us at  YSDI!

http://yourservicedog.com/ysdi-magazine/
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